ho is the real patriot, or rather what is the kind

of patriotism that we represent? The kind of
patriotism we represent is the kind of patriotism which
loves America with open eyes. Our relation towards
America is the same as the relation of a man who loves
a woman, who is enchanted by her beauty and yet who
cannot be blind to her defects. And so I wish to state
here, in my own behalf and in behalf of hundreds of
thousands whom you decry and state to be antipatri-
otic, that we love America, we love her beauty, we love
her riches, we love her mountains and her forests, and
above all we love the people who have produced her
wealth and riches, who have created all her beauty, we
love the dreamers and the philosophers and the thinkers
who are giving America liberty. But that must not make
us blind to the social faults of America. That cannot
make us deaf to the discords of America. That can-
not compel us to be inarticulate to the terrible wrongs
committed in the name of patriotism and in the name
of the country.

We simply insist, regardless of all protests to the con-
trary, that this war is not a war for democracy. If it were
a war for the purpose of making democracy safe for the
world, we would say that democracy must first be safe
for America before it can be safe for the world.

— Emma Goldman, 9 July 1917.

Excerpt from her speech to the court while on trial with
Alexander Berkman for conspiring to violate the Selective Service
Act of 18 May 1917. As printed in MoTHER EaRrtH, July 1917.
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